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In giving a comect and complete idea of my experiences

and knmowledge of Igbal I do not wish to depend upon my

memory alone, and as [ have easy access to onginal letters
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I had written from Europe to my sisters as a personal

record of my observations in the form of a private diary, I

am able to give day to day mformation, which will explain

the distinctive characterstics, mental pecubiarities, and

certain eccentncifies which helped to build the personality

of Igbal in his student days i.ﬂEu.mpe.m

;.'E;LL!.LI.?;{;;[“ b~ ...-':E"I.;JLWL ﬂ{f?%lLﬁgﬂﬁuﬂ ,_,."F; I
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For the first of Apnl 1907, Miss Beck sent me a "special

mvitation" | to use her own expression, to meet a very

clever man by the name of Muhammad Igbal., who was

specially commg from Cambndge to meet me. This caused

me a little amusement as I had never heard of Igbal before,

and as [ was used to getting such mvitations from vanous

Indians in London, it did not rouse more than passing

cunosify. Miss Beck who looked after the welfare of Indian
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students m London and bestowed upon them a great deal
of motherly care. had to be obeyed. At the dinner table I
found Igbal a scholar of Persian Arabic and Sansent, a
ready wit and ever alert m talang advantage of one's weak
pomt, and hurling cymical remarks at his audience. Miss
Beck had impressed on me the fact before he amved that
he had particularly wanted to see me and being
straightforward and out spoken, I asked him the reaszon
why. His deep-set eyes did not reveal if he meant to be
sarcastic or complmentary when he said, "You have
become very famous in India and London through vour
travel diary, and for this reason [ was anxious to meet
vou". [ told him, "I am not prepared to believe that vou
took the trouble to come all the way from Cambnidge just
to pay me this comphment, but apart from this jest, what 1s
the real idea belund this object?” He was a bat taken by
surprise at my sudden bluntness, and said. "I have come to
mvite yvou to Cambnidge on behalf of Mr. & Mrs. Syed Al
Bilgrami as their guest, and my mission is to bring yvour
acceptance without fail I vou refuse, yvou will bring the
stigma of failure on me, which I have never accepted, and
if you accept the invitation, yvou will be honounng the

o
hosts. @
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AtMiss Beck's place in London, where Indian students and
visitors used to gatherm those prosaic and umnspiring
surroundm gs, I met Igbal . An exchange of remarks on
philosophical subjects made him comrespond with me and
he often asked my help in the choice of books and holiday
locations. My course of reading in modern and ancient
philosophy had just been completed and discussion on

Plato and MNietzsche had shown a divergence i our views

.
and mterpretationof these philosophers. !
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A few days later Igbal invited me to supper at Frascati, a

fashionable restaurant in London, to meet some German

scholars with whom he was working. Everything was

thoughtfully and delicately arranged at this dinner, and my

remark of appreciation made him say, "I am two

personalities in one, the outer is practical and business like

and the mner self is the dreamer, philosopher and mystic."

Apart from the dinner which was delicious in itself, I had

an intellectual treat tallang and discussing on deeper

matters with the German philosophers and Igbal. *
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