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Abstract:
The Forgotten Story of Postmodernity

The mainstream postmodernism has led western mind to a kind of
disillusionment and a consequent disenchantment with the existential human yearnings
for a historical anchoring without which humanity can neither sustain nor spiritually
grow. This article is essentially focused on the trace of the forgotten religious
alternatives to empiricist idealist modernity in the West. It is significant to note that
these alternatives emerged in the time of great wars prior to the secular postmodernity.
However, main stream western intelligentsia never bothered to take them into
consideration. Present study tries to revive these religious responses to modernity with

a clear view to claim the space yet denied to them in postmodern western academia.

Keywords: postmodernism, modernity, religion, secular.
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There is no being without a master. As far as being is nature—or the non-personal creation—being belongs to

God, Whose will is expressed in the laws by which this being, this nature, exists. As far as being is taken

out of nature and into the sphere of human freedom, it belongs to man and man is responsible for it. If man

fails in his responsibility and does not care for being as he should, it does not return to nature. To think that

it does is a negligent assumption, one with which the contemporary world has consoled itself with more or

less awareness. But being is not something which one can dispose of by putting it away in storage. When
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man fails in his responsibility toward the being which he has taken from nature, that being becomes the

possession of something anonymous.
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In the concentration camp, we witnessed some of our comrades behave like swine while others behaved
like saints. Man has both potentialities within himself: which one is actualized depends on decisions but
not on conditions. Our generation is realistic, for we have come to know man as he really is. After all, man
is that being who invented the gas chambers and he is also that being who entered the gas chambers

upright, with the Lord's Prayer or the Shema Yisrael on his lips.
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