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Exploring Heterotopia and Liminal Spaces in Borges’
Fiction
Abstract:

Jorge Luis Borges, a distinguished fiction writer of the twentieth
century, originates from Argentina in Latin America. He introduced innovative
techniques concerning form, style, and new thematic content in his prose. This
paper aims to analyze Borges' fiction in the context of two spatial concepts:
Heterotopia and Liminal Space. It has been observed that Borges’” work creates
both physical or geographical and abstract or imaginary heterotopias, including
houses, rooms, ruins, old buildings, palaces, libraries, museums, dreams,
linguistic texts, and semi-mythical spaces. These alternative spaces subvert
power narratives, effectively challenging the dominant worldview. Borges'
fictional characters experience liminal spaces. These places represent a
liberating, flexible, and ephemeral space in between. Instead of adhering to
prevailing popular concepts and theories, the characters pause to reflect upon
the threshold of free contemplation, actively seeking alternative perspectives to
comprehend humanity, life, and the cosmos, ultimately freeing themselves from
the chains of power narratives. The paper concludes that Borges utilizes both
Heterotopias and Liminal Spaces in his fiction as a means of exploring reality.

Keywords: Jorge Luis Borges, Fiction, , Heterotopia, Liminal Space, Dream, Text,
Ruin.
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Either the entry is compulsory, as in the case of entering a barracks or a prison, or else the individual
has to submit to rites and purifications. To get in one must have a certain permission and make certain
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The attributes of liminality or of liminal personae (“threshold people”) are necessarily ambiguous,
since this condition and these persons elude or slip through the network of classifications that
normally locate states and positions in cultural space. Liminal entities are neither here nor their; they
are betwixt and between the positions assigned and arrayed by law, custom, convention, and
ceremonial. As such, their ambiguous and indeterminate attributes are expressed by a rich variety of
symbols in the many societies that ritualize social and cultural transitions.
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....the assertion of an alternative envisioning of spatiality(...)directly challenges(...) all conventional
modes of spatial thinking.
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S
Physical heterotopias offer an alternative conventional social ordering, and are characterized by

features such as incongruity, ambivalence, uncertainty, mystery, danger and transgression by the
same token, textual or discursive heterotopias challenge coherent expression itself.
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. reflection on history and the trope of progress.
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