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The Semantic Framework of the Igbal’s Poetry with
Reference to Interpretations of “Zauq-o-Shauq”

Abstract:

In the Urdu poetry tradition, Allama Igbal's works have been
extensively analyzed and interpreted by scholars who try to map the semantics
of his philosophical framework and uncover the poetic ideals he expresses. In
recent past, there have been various interpretations of Igbal's poetry, which have
raised questions about the methods used by his critics to interpret his work. This
article focuses on the semantic approaches used to extract meaning and nuances
from Igbal's verses. It examines the hermeneutical strategies employed by
analyzing interpretations of Igbal’s poem "Zaug-o-Shauq". The works of critics
like Rafi Uddin Hashmi, Shamim Hanfi, Shamsur Rahman Faruqi, Asloob
Ahmad Ansari, and others have been critiqued to unravel their interpretative
strategies. This article concludes that each interpretation of “Zaug-o-Shauq” is
transitory and epigrammatic and incites for next, another transient
interpretation.

Keywords: Igbal, semantics, hermeneutics, multiplicity, meaning.
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The task of the interpreter consists solely in expressing what is to be found in

the work, in representing it as if it were written today, and hence as if it could
be understood without any effort by contemporaries of the interpreter.
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Truth is not obtained by accumulating various opinions, but by arriving at a
coherent understanding through dialogue.
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