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The Laugh of Medusa: Translation and Discussion
Abstract:

This article presents the Urdu translation of and discussion on Héléne
Cixous’s celebrated essay, “Le Rire de la Méduse”, published in French
language in 1975, translated into English by Keath Cohen and Paula Cohen,
titled as “The Laugh of the Medusa” (1976). Héléne Cixous, Julia Kristeva and
Luce Irigaray are known as the founders of feminist post-structural theory. This
trilogy of the French feminists celebrates female sexuality. This essay by
Cixous is also focused on the same. It is revolutionary and one of its kind in
many ways. It defies from the position of earlier feminist literary critics. It
introduces us to Ecriture feminine (feminine writing), a term coined by Cixous
to elaborate how women’s writing should bring women into writing; body and
being. She also asks women to embrace and redefine the metaphors of Medusa
and darkness which are coined by patriarchal pen and have had a negative
connotation. She not only gives the theory of feminine writing, but also presents
it through her writing in this work.

Keywords: Cixous, Ecriture feminine, feminine writing, Medusa, laugh of Medusa,
female sexuality.
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-9‘04‘M:é";;/:Jgfz;luﬂ)Stigmata: Escaping Texts{(Hélene Cixous)s* Bt

(Héléne e Stigmata: Escaping Texts J»“Foreword”(Jacques Derrida)i . J1

_9:(;19GA;é.:,u:JL;jmu,d)Cixous)
SR
“I believe, that Héléne Cixous is in my eyes, today, the greatest writer in the French
language”
—or-ractideArc (L) J»*“Le rire de la Méduse”«(Héléne Cixous)r* ok

Paula )41 Uys(Keith Cohen)t fg-rg i~ >The laugh of the Medusa”«(Héléne Cixous)/é Bt
AF-ALda e Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society J»* (Cohen

uﬁ 7] wnZ NH, M. Parshley)éﬁ_/wé;:(f »The Second Sex {Simone De Beauvoir) 14§ us
_Hedrees

The Women J»<Feminist Archetype in Fiction by Pakistani Women Writers”«; Jig o] 7*
PG P e ST 28480 Annual Research Journal of Gender Studies

Paula )41 Uys(Keith Cohen)yt Ive i~ >The laugh of the Medusa”«(Héléne Cixous)/¢ o
NSyl de Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society J»** {Cohen

(2

“You only have to look at the Medusa straight on”...

(wi_A

Sy
They have only to stop listening to the Sirens (for the Sirens were men).
s(Sarah Cornel) (& A’w:ﬁ »«Coming to Writing and Other Essays{Héléne Cixous)s* Bt
_Or 18812, 5 s A )(Ann Liddle)J dey
B
I don’t “begin” by “writing”: I don’t write. Life becomes text starting out from my
body. I am already text. History, love, violence, time, work, desire inscribe it in my

body, I go where the “fundamental language” is spoken, the body language into which
all the tongues of things, acts, and beings translate themselves...

S S de s\iss 2 U S sl S8 L 035 0 P T S el 26 0 e Lo
_rorsrerta syl
uyT(M)r!w“uourﬁ‘f“{w"Kde;m/jmu’)ur:;/wJLLg/u{/ﬂuﬁﬂéuﬂi&%”qmcuuq/,-'r‘
AP o 185 4 SIS U1

s(Sarah CornelDJt //uL/:(T #«Coming to Writing and Other Essays{Héléne Cixous)r* Bt
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-re«(Ann Liddle)Jdey

B
Was I awoman? I am challenging the entire History of women in reviving this question.
A History made up of millions of singular stories, but traversed by the same questions,
the same fears, the same uncertainties. The same hopes that only a little while ago

harbored nothing but consent, resignation, or despair. Take myself for a woman? How
so? Which one?

Paula )¢/ /Uy.s(Keith Cohen)e/ - i- »<The laugh of the Medusa”(Héléne Cixous)+¥ ¥t
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And from dream to dream you wake up more and more conscious, more and more

woman.
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Either woman is passive or she does not exist.
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She sleeps, she is intact, eternal, absolutely powerless.
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Words like “masculine” and “feminine” that circulate everywhere and that are
completely distorted by everyday usage, — words which refer, of course, to a classical
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vision of sexual opposition between men and women — are our burden, that is what
burdens us. As I often said, my work in fact aims at getting rid of words like “feminine”
and “masculine”, “femininity” and “masculinity” even “man” and “woman” ...

ZIFle e
B
All human beings are originally bisexual.
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S A
More so than men who are coaxed toward social success, toward sublimation, women
are body. More body, hence more writing. For a long time, it has been in body that
women have responded to persecution, to the familial-conjugal enterprise of
domestication, to the repeated attempts at castrating them. Those who have turned their
tongues 10,000 times before not speaking are either dead from it or more familiar with
their tongues and their mouths than any-one else. Now, I-woman am going to blow up
the Law: an explosion henceforth possible and ineluctable; let it be done, right now, in
language.

The Newly J»*“Sorties: Out and Out: Attacks/Ways Out/Forays”(Héléne Cixous)s* X Zre
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In Cixous’ feminine universe, Woman Writing is an aerial swimmer, a voleuse (thief,
flyer) who ‘steal[s] into language to make it fly’.
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