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Metaphor of Popularity and Forgetfulness: Pandit Rattan Nath Sarshar
Abstract:

While Sarshar and his magnum opus, Fasdna-i Aazad, have been the subject of
considerable discussion, a thorough and objective assessment of his works, as well as
a well-documented account of his life, remains lacking. Does his widely discussed
character, Kohji, truly represent the decadent society of Lucknow, or does it transcend
our understanding of it? Does Azad's language, often criticised as ornate and contrived,
actually explore the profound potential of spoken words? And does Azad’s translation
of Don Quixote and other texts fall short on several counts? These questions are
addressed with documentary evidence, in this article.

Keywords: Oudh Akhbar, Chakbast, Decadent society of Lucknow, Khoji, Don Quixote, Spoken
word, multi-sensory prose, and Faiz.
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When 1 first formed the project of bringing about a translation of this book. I was in
some doubt so to who would be the best person to be employed as translator. Finally

decided on ..... entrusting this task to Pt. Rattan Nath Sarshar connected with the Oudh
Akbar and I am glad to find that this translator has been approved by competent Judges.
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