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Feminist and Gender Analysis of Khalid Aftab's Short-Stories

Abstract:

In the early twenty-first century, women worldwide faced various novel challenges in
their personal, familial, professional, and social lives, particularly in their interactions
with men. Pakistani women had to confront more challenging circumstances. In this
article, Khalid Aftab's short stories are examined in the context of gender studies and
feminism to identify the problems and challenges faced by women in Pakistan's unique
socio-cultural environment. The thematic analysis of selected short stories from three
fictional works, Jahan ander Jahan (2014), Bhedr (2018), and Potlt (2024), has been
conducted. Most of the stories involve gender issues, including the dynamics of power
relations between men and women, constructions of gender and sexuality, and concepts
of masculinity and femininity. Additionally, critical topics such as homosexuality,
male dominance, violence against women, sexual exploitation, forced marriages, and
marital rape have been discussed. The narratives illustrate that women are becoming
increasingly cognizant of their human rights due to advancements in education and
increased economic participation. This growing awareness fosters women’s self-
confidence, enhances decision-making capabilities, and contributes to their
empowerment, which is leading to significant societal transformations in Pakistan.
Khalid Aftab's fiction is a substantial breakthrough in advancing the contemporary
discourse on gender equality and women's rights in the region.

Keywords: feminist, gender, sexuality, forced marriage, violence, empowerment.
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rigid regulatory frame that congeal over time to produce the appearance of substance,
of a natural sort of being.
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