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Henry Pottinger's Travelogue of Balochistan and Sindh: A Postcolonial
Analysis
Abstract:

This article presents a postcolonial reading of Henry Pottinger's Travels in
Beloochistan and Sinde (1816), a travelogue that played a significant role in imagining
the British imperial project in South Asia. Far from being a neutral account, Pottinger's
narrative constructs a colonial knowledge system through his Eurocentric representations
of geography, ethnicity, language, and everyday life in Baluchistan and Sindh. By
critically analyzing the text, this study reveals how colonial discourses of domination
and cultural othering are embedded in Pottinger’s descriptions. The article draws on
postcolonial theoretical frameworks to examine how such travel narratives contributed
to the ideological underpinnings of empire, simultaneously shaping and justifying
British expansionism in the region.

Keywords: Colonialism, Postcolonialism, Balochistan, Travel Writing, Representation, Henry
Pottinger, British Empire.
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alone of all the sciences is free, for only this science exists for its sake.
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However, Cicero, a famous thinker and orator, manifestly asserted the opposite: “Thou we are

turning to, thou we are asking for help. Oh philosophy, the lodestar of life, neither we are nor
human life itself, could exist without you.
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It was quite dark when we embarked; and as we had a fresh breeze, and got well out to sea during

the night, we were less apprehensive of being recognised by our fellow voyagers; however, we
succeeded so well in disguising ourselves, by partly changing the European for the native dress,
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that although the Uffghans(afghans) concluded, from our complexions, that we were Europeans,
they did not, in the least, suspect our real characters.
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A clearer picture of the savage life of the Bezunjas, and many other Belooche tribes, cannot well
be portrayed than by this scene.
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their manners were mild, simple, and prepossessing, and the only cares they seemed to have, in
this peaceful retreat, were to protect their flocks from the nightly depredations of wolves and
hyenas, to tend them while grazing during the day, and to milk them morning and evening; at all
of which, both sexes were equally alert and skilful. The flocks were just brought home as we
dismounted, and it was surprising to see with what quickness and regularity they were all milked
and pent up; at this every soul assisted, from the father of the family to the infant that could just
walk; the ewes were milked into separate pails from the goats, as the butter made from them is
not considered so likely to keep when clarified, though, when fresh, it is preferred by the Brahooes
as being stronger: when the household avocations were over, the women and children came and
sat round our fire, and chatted without the least reserve; their demeanour, as well as that of the
men, evinced a truly hospitable desire to oblige, uninfluenced by the hope of reward, and few,
who have not been situated as we were a t that moment, can fully appreciate the gratification of
such treatment as we met with from these wild and uncivilized shepherds.
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without the least hesitation, that we were descended from an Oozbuck family that had been settled
in Hindoostan for some generations.
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The Belooches, who form the great bulk, or perhaps, very strictly speaking, the whole of the
population throughout Beloochistan, are a people whose origin is so obscure, and whose history,
like that of all other barbarous tribes, is so blended with romantic fiction and tales of wonder, that
I have found it exceedingly difficult to reduce either the one or the other to any credible form.
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Bound by no laws, and restrained by no feelings of humanity, the Nharooes are the most savage
and ' predatory class of Belooches; and, while they deem private thievery dishonourable and
disgraceful in the extreme, they contemplate the plunder and devastation of a country with such
opposite sentiments, that they consider it an exploit deserving of the highest commendation; and,
steeled by that feeling, they will in- dividually recount the assistance they have rendered on such
occasions, the numbers of men, women and children they have made captives and carried away
or murdered, the villages they have burned ' and plundered, and the flocks they have slaughtered
when unable to drive them off.
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