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Representation of Anglo-Indian characters in Urdu Short Stories
Abstract:

This study examines the representation of Anglo-Indian characters in Urdu
short stories, focusing on the relationships between Anglo-Indian married couples,
their descendants, the British community, and the indigenous population. The Anglo-
Indian community emerged as a result of intermarriages between employees of the
British East India Company and native women. These relationships often generated
economic, social, and psychological challenges for the women involved and for their
children, giving rise to a distinct social group within colonial society. Although Anglo-
Indians appear in Urdu fiction, they have received little attention in Urdu literary
research and criticism. This study seeks to address that gap by analysing the ways in
which Urdu short stories portray members of this community. The findings show that
Anglo-Indian characters are generally presented as secondary and marginalised figures
rather than as central protagonists. Moreover, the representation is largely confined to
Anglo-Indian women, who are frequently depicted as belonging to the lower strata of
society. Such characters commonly appear in the roles of prostitutes, maids, nurses, or
film actresses. The study argues that these literary portrayals create a limited and often
stereotypical image of the Anglo-Indian community. By examining the economic,
social, and psychological dimensions attributed to these characters, it demonstrates that
the reality depicted in Urdu fiction does not fully correspond to the historical
circumstances of Anglo-Indians. Consequently, the study highlights the gap between
literary representation and historical reality, while drawing attention to an overlooked
aspect of Urdu fiction and colonial social history.

Keywords: Urdu Short Story, Anglo-Indian Community, Identity crises, History,
Reality, Psychology.
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The term “Anglo-Indian” was first used by Warren Hastings in the eighteenth century
to describe both the British in India and their Indian-born children. In the nineteenth
century the british in India still separated themselves from coloured people but accepted
fairer (and often wealthier) people of dual heritage as “Anglo-India”. Darker (and
usually poorer) people were given the name “Eurassian”.

https://www.international-journal-of-anglo-indian-studies.org/index.php/IJAIS/article/view/78/71 :é}

An International Peer «Js“The Anglo-Indian Women’s Status in the Early Colonial Bengal”r&‘u!f‘j
-1ocdsreri)Reviewed & Refereed Multidisciplinary & Multiple Languages Research Journal
S

They developed as Eurasian, Luso-Indian, and finally, the Anglo-Indian.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/363457097 The Anglo-Indian Women's_status_in_the early colonial Bengal 24?.{}
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The East India Company directors in the seventeenth century paid one pagoda or gold

mohur for each child born to an Indian mother and European father, as family
allowance.


https://www.international-journal-of-anglo-indian-studies.org/index.php/IJAIS/article/view/78/71
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/363457097_The_Anglo-Indian_Women's_status_in_the_early_colonial_Bengal
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At every point of critical importance in the development of British Raj, Anglo-Indians
were present. At the Mysore wars, at the Mahratta, Sikh, Afghan and Gurkha wars,
Anglo-Indian or countryborn men fought and helped win victories, defending their
fathers interests.

https://www.international-journal-of-anglo-indian-studies.org/index.php/IJAIS/article/view/78/71 :é}

Identity issues among young adult and middle-aged ”{Navya Shree G C]¢' 4 ;LJCr[Ananya K. SRt
Vv :—/,?/hf«“/ S L /.f)r*u?‘é,df‘ International Journal of Indian Psychologydr’&' <“Anglo-Indians
ZIFr=119:(sr ¢19
el

Most Anglo-Indians were happy with their Indian citizenship and were proud to be

associated with it, while very few expressed some sort of discomfort or unfavourable

attitude towards their nationality...The difference is visible between the two groups,

where in the middle-adults are more comfortable in accepting their Indian nationality ,
but the young-adults are more sceptical towards unconditional acceptance.
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