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Animal Symbolism in Urdu Poetry: An Ecocritical Perspective
Abstract:

This paper examines animal symbolism in Urdu poetry through an ecocritical
lens, arguing that literary representations often construct fixed cultural meanings that
overshadow ecological realities. While animals have long served as metaphors for
human emotions, ethics, and social behaviours, these symbolic associations can
become reductive when they detach from the biological and environmental
significance of the creatures themselves. The study situates this discussion within a
broader intellectual tradition, drawing on classical insights as well as modern
ecological thought. Focusing on selected animals such as vultures, frogs, snakes, bats,
and owls, the paper demonstrates how Urdu poetry frequently associates them with
negative qualities like greed, deceit, impurity, fear, and decay. In contrast,
contemporary ecological science highlights their essential roles in maintaining
environmental balance-ranging from disease control and pest regulation to pollination
and bioindication. This contrast reveals a gap between cultural imagination and
scientific understanding, raising important questions about the impact of inherited
metaphors on environmental perception. The study argues that the issue lies not in
symbolism itself but in its uncritical perpetuation. It calls for a re-evaluation of
traditional metaphors in Urdu poetry, advocating for a more dynamic literary approach
that remains sensitive to ecological knowledge. Such a shift can help align cultural
expression with environmental awareness, ultimately contributing to a more balanced
and responsible relationship between humans and the natural world.

Keywords: Modern Urdu Ghazal, Elegy, Climate change, Ecological consciousness.
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In many animals there are traces of psychological qualities, such as gentleness or
fierceness, courage or timidity.
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Vultures are strongly associated with regulation and maintenance ecosystem

services, yet the strength of scientific evidence supporting these services varies
across categories.
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Importance of toads and frogs include sensitivity to some chemical pollutants,
lethal, radiation, sensitive to droughts, to climate change, a predator that eats other
aquatic and land insects, thus helping to control insects that can transmit diseases
to humans such as mosquitoes, good representatives of fresh water environments,
indicator of metal pollution and can guide by their behavior the closeness of
rainfall, move nutrients from water to land as part of both terrestrial and aquatic
food chains, used biologically to control mosquitos.
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Among reptiles, snakes are top predators and therefore a decline in their numbers
may have serious consequences for the functioning of many ecosystems.
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